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Tylenol deaths
spur warning on
Halloweentreats

In response to the Tylenol mur-
ders in the Chicago area, Indianapo-
lis police officials Tuesday urged
parenis to examine the treats their
children bring home on Halloween.

Parents should inspect all treats
for signs of tampering, Indianapolis

Police Chief Joseph G. McAtee and -

Marion County Sheriff James L.
Wells said.

. Parents should look for signs that
wrappers on candy and other treals
have been opened, which may indi-
cate they have been tainted. Also
parents should determine if foreign
objects, like needles or razor blades
have been inserted in the candy, they
said.

IF PARENTS are 'suspiciaus of
any candy they should call police
immediately. .

McAtee and Wells suggested that
children not trick-or-treat at the
homes of strangers. Children should
be fed a large meal before going out
so they will be less likely to eat the
trealts before parents can examine
them.

The Tylenol murders prompted
the Massachusetts village of Dudley
on Monday to ban trick-or-treating
this Halloween out of fear of “copy-
cat” poisonings. Police in many cities
are taking extra précaulions, but

most say you can'l outlaw a tradi-—

tion.

“THERE'S KIND of a sick situa-
tion right now,” said Bernard J.
Wielock. the Dudley village chair-
man. “It is the atmosphere around
the world. It is sad.”

But Los Angeles police Lt Dan

Cooke said, “1 don't know how you
cancel trick-or-treating. People are
going to do it anyway.”

Chicago Mayor Jane Byrne said

Tuesday: “I would not allow my

children Lo take candy this particular
Halloween.”

Halloween often is dangerous. Po-
lice at Muncie found some lick-on
stickers picturing Mickey Mouse and
Donald Duck that had been laced
with LSD. A Louisiana man last year
shot and killed a 13-year-old boy who
showed up at his door wearing an
Army costume and carrying a toy
submachine gun.

BI}I‘ THE DEATHS of seven per-
sons in the Chicago area 2'2 weeks
ago after they look Extra-Strength
Tylenol spiked with cyanide prompt-
ed warnings that this year could be
worse,

“Bad things come out at Hallow-
een,” said Illinois Attorney General
Tyrone Fahner, who heads the task
force investigating the poisonings.
“This year has particular problems.”

Since the cyanide deaths, pro-
ducts such as mouthwash and eye-
drops have been found laced with
acid or poison in isolated cases in
several slates, including California,
Florida, Ohio and Colorado.
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 Bloomington has
~ had its ghosts

| Though most everyone

— “Crook” Mershon’s un-
ﬁ“fsghmm"“‘”"%‘hﬁ | timely death was the stuf
. history of Monroe Cnunl.y ’ ‘of which ghostly legends
! there have been ' mmﬂm"al”
~ who have been to ~Known as: ‘Lo the'iﬁ
" swear that there are a few . the reputation in
know where to look them. who was “5“31!? “P to no
Take for example B:oou:k . good. 15 A
ington’s , InAp::ll 1871 anou -
in the 1830s, after the ?l} en towner by the name of John
family had built their state- Moore was attrnetinu atten-
ly brick house on the site of , tion because he was in-
what is now 112 N. Bryan, a —  noeently nnshmg a wallet
servant woman was mak- full of a lot of folding
ing soap for the family in -~ money. He walked into a
the basement/kitchen. As local saloon one evening,
thesoapwasbubb!ingaway | but didn't walkout. It was
in the fireplace, she ac- said that he was !
cidentally felltntothehuge " by “Crook” Mershon and
kettle and died of her burns. stuffed into the fire box of a
How did the tale of her Monon engine that was con-
haunting of the basement veniently halted in the sta-
get started? Today no one tion behind the saloon. :
seems to know, but the ‘Mershon was convicted of
- soundofhermoaningemﬂd the crime, but the state
: mb&ehl; sxt:ﬁnmorethanthe ~ supreme court orderad
wind w through a -



Looking
Back

By Rose Mcllveen

another trial. Before it
could be held, a lynch mob
took temporary custody of
the Monroe County jail and
saved their fellow tax-
payers the expense of
another trial.

Apart from his own

funeral, Mershon’s only
other appearances in
Bloomington have been in
the vicinity of Dunn Street
and Kirkwood Avenue.
Grace Gall, who lived at 412
E. Sixth, used to tell the
story that some people

believed Mershon’s aban- S

L]

doned house on the
northwest corner of Dunn
and Kirkwood was haunted.
Children, at least, believed
it, and little schoolgirls

were seen to hurry past the
house, lest the of
“Crook” Mershon might be
lurking about.

Around the campfire of
Girl Scout Camp Na-wa-
kwa in McCormick’s Creek
Park back in the 1940s,
there was told the haunting
story of the girl whose ghos!
kept falling from the near-
by bridge over White River.

(Page2, col. 1, this sec.)

(Continued from page1)  across the bridge when a

* Like man another ghost
stogé :}a wgs\rwted in a
: ¢ happening. In 1938,
18-year-old Helen Isom was

tra

truck carryi

Spence
brid

r
) both girls
trietfe w::ftheg:,

newsprint to
across the

ol

_very proud of the dress she
‘Was going to wear for high
- school graduation and had
it on when she and a friend

- went for a walk,

Their route took them

~ over the old narrow bridge

that spanned the River.

- They were already halfway

Helen was hurtled scream-
ing into the river and
drowned.

No blame was heaped
the driver, an Ellett-
sville but according
to the tale from the 1940s,
Helen in her graduation
dress can bie
seen falling into the swift

1

current below the bridge.

As usual, the tale of Helen
in her fancy dress couldn’t
be traced back to any per-
son who actually saw the
ghost, but it had just enough
credibility to inspire a troop

_of Girl Scouts to wheedle
their leaders into taking
them on a hike to the

bridge. No ghost obliged
them.
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